.
In most of the epidemics in which these organisms have been incriminated, the pattern has been similar. The allow us to draw hypotheses as to the epidemiology of these organisms. All of the families were poor since our cases were principally charity cases. Pets or livestock were found infrequently on the premises. The diets of these people are marginal, but overt malnutrition is uncommon.
Conclusion
There appears to be a cause and effect relationship between at least three serotypes of E. coli and diarrhea of the newborn. In addition, there appears to be a relationship between eight or nine other serotypes and this disease. Perhaps still others will be found in the future.
The natural history of these types outside hospital walls remains obscure, but they constitute a leading cause of cases of severe diarrhea among infants under 2 months of age whose onsets are at home as well as those occurring in hospital outbreaks. There is no assurance that environmental control measures now in vogue for diarrheal diseases will be effective in the control of these agents. 
New Radiation Health Publication
The first issue of a new monthly technical publication giving levels of radioactivity in the environment appeared in April 1960.
Entitled Radiation Health Data, the publication is prepared by the Public Health Service as an outgrowth of a directive by the President in August 1959 that the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare "intensify its radiological health efforts and have primary responsibility within the executive branch for the collation, analysis, and interpretation of data on environmental radiation levels."
Data on radiation levels in the air, water, and milk comprise the bulk of this issue of the periodical, which presents facts compiled from a number of sources by the Public Health Service's Division of Radiological Health, with the assistance of a board of editorial advisers representing the Departments of Health, Education, and Welfare, Defense, Agriculture, and Commerce, and the Atomic Energy Commission.
Among the contents of this issue are data on strontium 90 in milk collected during Noveniber 1959 at 12 locations in the United States by the Public Health Service; milk collected during the same month at 3 locations by the Atomic Energy Commission; and monthly milk collections for the year ending August 1959 at 6 locations in Minnesota as reported by the State health department.
Most of the radiation measurements carried by the new publication will be in the form of raw data which will be susceptible to meaningful analysis or interpretation when these data accumulate and more knowledge of the biological effects of radiation begin to come out of research by Federal, State, and local agencies, and by industry and universities.
The price of the publication is 50 cents an issue or $3 per 6-month subscription. It is available from the Office of Technical Services, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington 25, D.C.
